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Some History

• c.1990 – Psychological community withdraws prior recommendation 
that some child abusers will not offend again after treatment and 
with ongoing supervision.

• 1992 – Cardinal Bernardin in Chicago removes all priests with credible 
accusations of more than one incident of abuse.

• Asks John Jay Law School to recommend new policies and procedures 
for the Archdiocese.

• New policies and procedures implemented with training sessions.

• Cardinal Law in Boston claims “no abuse issues” in Boston.
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Result: 

- New requirements for all priests, employees, and volunteers

- New mostly lay Review Board to make recommendations when 
allegations arise

- Removal of priest from ministry until Review Board makes its 
recommendation.

- Permanent removal of allegation found to be credible.

- Establishment of office to provide counseling or assistance to all who 
come forward with an allegation.
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2002-2006 
• Boston Globe reveals that Cardinal Law and the Boston Archdiocese have 

been covering up clergy child sexual abuse allegations for decades.

• Dallas Charter: U.S. bishops agree to adhere to a common process for 
responding to allegations of abuse and training employees/volunteers.

• Most U.S. dioceses begin to release names of priests against whom credible 
allegations had been filed and remove them from ministry.

• Chicago adopts zero tolerance policy and removes all priests against whom 
there was only one allegation in an isolated incident (previously these priests 
were allowed to serve in limited ministries with no access to minors).

• 2006 – Mishandling of allegation against Dan McCormick leads to change in 
reporting process for abuse allegations. 
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New Requirements for all priests and deacons, 
all church employees, 

and all adult volunteers who work with children or youth:

1. Criminal Background Check

2. Submission of DCFS Child Abuse and Neglect Tracking 
System (CANTS) Form

3. Signed Archdiocesan Code of Conduct

4. VIRTUS Training and ongoing monthly online updates
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WHAT WAS LEFT UNRESOLVED? 

• What should be the consequences for U.S. bishops who do 
not implement and observe all elements of the Dallas Charter?

• Must all U.S. bishops release the names of all priests against 
whom there were credible allegations prior to 2002?

• Should the Church attempt to laicize all priests against whom 
there is a credible allegation of child sexual abuse?

• How do the laity exercise their role in holding bishops 
accountable to the Dallas Charter?



Archdiocesan Code of Conduct

As someone who 
ministers to young 
people and/or vulnerable 
adults, I will maintain a 
professional role and be 
mindful of the trust and 
power I possess as a 
minister to young people 
and vulnerable adults.

To achieve this, I WILL NOT:

• Touch a minor or vulnerable adult* in a 
sexual way or other inappropriate manner.

• Be alone with a minor or vulnerable adult 
in a residence, rectory, sleeping facility, or 
any other closed room.

Vulnerable adults include those with 
physical/mental/age limitations or some
emotional/spiritual dependency
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• Share a bed with a minor or 
vulnerable adult.

• Take an overnight trip alone 
with a minor or vulnerable 
adult.

• Acquire, possess, or 
distribute pornographic 
images of minors under the 
age of 18.

• Introduce sexually explicit or 
pornographic or topics, vocabulary, 
music, recordings, films, games, 
websites, computer software or 
entertainment to a minor or 
vulnerable adult.
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• Provide, alcohol, cigarettes, 
or controlled substances to a 
minor or vulnerable adult.

• Use, possess, or be under 
the influence of illegal drugs.

• Use alcohol when engaged 
in ministering to a minor or 
vulnerable adult.

• Engage in physical discipline for 
behavior management of minors or 
vulnerable adults.

• Humiliate, ridicule, bully, or degrade 
another person.
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Examples of affection that are 
NOT TO BE USED:

• Inappropriate or lengthy 
embraces.

• Kisses on the mouth.

• Holding minors over four 
years old on the lap.

• Touching buttocks, chest, 
legs, or genital areas.

• Piggyback rides.

• Showing affection in isolated areas 
such as bedrooms, closets, staff-only 
areas or other private rooms.

• Wrestling or tickling minors or 
vulnerable adults.

• Any type of massage given by minor 
to adult, or by adult to minor.

• Any form of unwanted affection.

• Compliments that relate to physique 
or body development.
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To help me keep the promises in 
the Code I WILL:

• Report any suspected child 
abuse or abuse of a vulnerable 
adult to the proper authorities.

• Avoid physical contact when 
alone with a minor*.  Physical 
contact with minors can be 
misconstrued, especially in 
private settings.

• Avoid overnight stays with a 
minor* unless there is another 
adult present in a supervisory 
role.

• Avoid providing overnight 
accommodations for minors* in 
private residences or rectories.

• Avoid driving alone in a vehicle with 
a minor*.

• Have more than 1 child or at least 2 
adults present when using one’s own 
home for youth work.

• Assume the full burden for setting 
and maintaining clear, appropriate 
physical and emotional boundaries in 
all ministerial relationships.

* minor(s) and/or vulnerable adult(s)
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• Refrain from giving 
expensive or inappropriate 
gifts to a minor*.

• Avoid meeting privately with 
minors* in rooms, offices, or 
similar areas where there is 
no window or where the 
door cannot remain open.  If 
one-on-one pastoral care of 
a minor is needed (e.g., 
Reconciliation) avoid 
meeting in isolated 
locations.

• Exercise caution in communicating 
through e-mails or the internet,  
Only share work/ministry-related 
email addresses with minors*,  Do 
not participate in chat rooms with 
minors*. 

• Ensure that all activities for which 
you are responsible have been 
approved in advance by the 
appropriate administrator.

* minor(s) and/or vulnerable adult(s)
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• Have an adequate number 
of adults present at events.  
A minimum of two adults in 
supervisory roles must 
always be present during 
activities for minors*.

• Release young people only 
to parents or guardians, 
unless the parent or 
guardian has provided 
permission allowing release 
to another adult.

• Avoid taking minors* away from the 
parish or school for field trips, etc. 
without another adult present in a 
supervisory role.  Obtain written 
parental/guardian permission before 
such activities.  Permission slips 
should include the type, locations, 
dates, and times of the activity and 
emergency contact numbers.

* minor(s) and/or vulnerable adult(s)
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Appropriate affection between Church personnel and minors 
and vulnerable adults constitutes a positive part of Church life and ministry.  
Nonetheless, any touching can be misunderstood and must be considered 

with discretion.
Forms of affection customarily regarded as appropriate:

• Verbal praise
• Handshakes
• “High-fives”
• Pats on the shoulder or back
• Brief hugs
• Holding hands while walking with 

small children

• Sitting beside small children
• Kneeling or bending down for hugs 

from small children
• Holding hands during prayer
• Pats on the head when culturally 

appropriate.



Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect in Illinois

Illinois Department of Children and Family Services

Child Abuse Hotline
1.800.25.ABUSE (1.800.252.2873)
217.524.2606 Outside of Illinois

1.800.358.5117 TTY
www.state.il.us/dcfs

https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/Pages/default.aspx


Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect in Illinois

• Call the Police (911) if a child is in immediate danger or has been injured.

• In the state of Illinois, all reports of known or suspected child abuse and/or 
neglect should be reported to the Department of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) Hotline (1.800.25.ABUSE).

• You have a responsibility to report whenever you have reason to believe a 
person who cares for a child, lives with a child, or works with or around 
children has caused injury or harm, puts a child at risk of sexual and/or 
physical injury, or has neglected the child's basic needs. If you have reason 
to suspect child abuse, make the report by calling the DCFS hotline, where 
a hotline worker will determine if the information given by the reporter 
meets the legal requirements to initiate an investigation.
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• You have the right to report your story, and we are here to 
help, listen and connect you to the right services. To ensure 
the best resources and investigation practices are engaged, 
we encourage all allegations concerning the abuse and/or 
neglect of minors are reported to the DCFS Hotline (1-800-
25-ABUSE) and/or the local police department first before 
reaching out to the Office of the Protection of Children and 
Youth (OPCY). If you need to report historical abuse, please 
contact OPCY at 312.534.5254.



Archdiocesan Resources

For more information go to: https://protect.archchicago.org

• Protection and Compliance

Safe Environment Office – Mayra Flores, BA   312-534-5238

• Reporting Abuse

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 312-534-5205    1-800-994-6200

• Outreach and Healing

Office of Assistance Ministry – Thomas Tharayil, LCSW, BCD

312-534-8267

https://protect.archchicago.org/


Archdiocesan Resources

For a list of Chicago Archdiocesan priests 
with substantiated allegations of sexual misconduct with minors
Go to: 
• Protection of Children and Youth

https://protect.archchicago.org  

• Follow links from
Making a Report > Sexual Misconduct Reports

• Open or download pdf document 
- 65 priests since 1950 - as of 06/20/2018


